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January 30, 1964 


Memorandum for: The Honorable Lee Rankin 


Attacked are a few items of possible interest: . 

(1) a copy of an article in the January 1964 

British "Labour Monthly" by, I believe, R. P. Dutt. X ; 

understand he is the editor of the "Labour Monthly" and a 
British Communist. I am seeking, further data with regard 

to Dutt. I call your attention particularly to the section 
beginning on page 13, entitled "AC. I. A. Job?". I suggest 
that you might wish the CIA to send to you directly all 
important items of this general nature and also items 
bearing on the future Communist propaganda treatment of 
the assassination issue with their estimate, preferably 
coordinated with the State Department, showing the general ■ 
trend of such propaganda, if there is one. It has been 
my experience that the Communist party of the Soviet; Union 
■exercises a good deal, but not complete, control over the 

propaganda activities of the various coimuni§t parties 

in the free world and often uses these parties or selected* 
ones to launch various trial balloons in the propaganda 
field. * ' ■ 

(2) a letter I obtained from a source I will 
indicate to you orally written by George de Mohrenschildt , 

-who you may recall appears in the Commission's records as 
"one of the men who had contact with, and as I recall, some 
influence over Oswald. You will recall that the State 
Department had interrogated him briefly, I believe, at the 
ins instance of the FBI. This letter might furnish a desirable 
basis for some further interrogation as I did not find the 
State Department interrogation wholly satis factory 

' (3) a letter from Robert C. McManus , who!; writes . 
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on stationery of the Senate Judiciary Committee and ; 
makes certain allegations bearing on the Commission's 
work. I do not know the writer and X have merely 
acknowledged the letter and stated I was referring 
it to the Commission. It may require no further answer. 


Here- are one or two additional thoughts 


I have. 


(a) that we study the use made of post office 

boxes in connection with Oswald's activities and crimes '.-1; 
and also ascertain the terms and conditions under which i : i 

post office boxes can be rented, and whether there are r 

uniform regulations or whether it is left more or less . - 

to the whim of. local postmasters. Oswald's ability to I 

hire a post office in a fictitious name and to use it for ■ 

the receipt of firearms seems to have facilitated his criminal • - 
activities. Later the Commission might possibly wish to 

make some suggestions on this subject. ■’ y 

(b) I should be glad to see the conclusions of : 

the recent report outlined a few days ago in The New York ' V; 

Times giving arguments for the shifting of the Narcotics . j. ; , 

Bureau from the Treasury Department. . » •; 

i * ' 5 • ' 

(c) Do we have an^agequate study by the State ^ r'f-t 

Department of their policy, ^of any legislation af f •: jtin^^^^ i : 
it, with regard to the terms and conditions of the 'WSgtsWa- ! t 
■tion- of undesirables? I assume that an American citizen , 

who has not forfeited his rights as such las an undeniable ; ; 

right to return to the United States, but JL am not clear 
whether this is under law or merely established practice.' >■ ; - 

(d) Do we have any recent study available as -L 

to the extent to- which, under the Constitution,^ the rights ' | - 
of citizens (or residents?) to acquire and retain firearms'- tv. 
apart from the question of legislation with regard to the ■. ' 

bearing of concealed arms? ! 

• (jg.) Someone asserted to me the other "day that tax j. •. 


: • ' 



DUTT, Rajani Palme 


Dutt was born in 1896 at Cambridge, England. 

His father, a doctor in Cambridge, beloved to a prominent 
Bengali family. His mother was_ Swedish. r Was educated 
at Perse School in Cambridge, ^Balliol Oxford. He jbecame 
a charter member of the British Communist party in; 1920. 

Has been the British Communist party's leading the'oretician 
since then, v j 

He founded the "Labour Monthly" in 1921 and 
has been editor since then. Has taken an active interest t 
in Indian Communist party affairs and was Secretary- . . 

Chairman of the British Communist party for a period in 
1939. He also served for a time in the Communist; party , 
; of Great Britain politburo. His standing with l|oscow is 
excellent. In 1962 was afforded an honorary dodtorate 
of history at Moscow University, where he lectured in 
April and May 1962. These lectures were published by 
Lawrence and Wish art in London 1963 under the title of 
"Problems of Contemporary History". One part of his . ■ 

lecture dealt with the cold war. The main theme of this 
sections was to establish that the responsibility for the 
origins of the cold war rested with the West arid that the 
West merely continued the policies of. the Nazis and the 
Fascists. ♦ 

Dutt 1 s current position has been described as 
head of the international department of the Communist 
party of Great Britain, an office which he has held since 
at least 1956. He is also vice-chairman of the Communist 
: party of Great Britain and agai - n a member of the political 
and national executive committees , y f ;; :g- 



